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Civil Defense Objectors Arrested 





Claim C. D. Drill Illusion of 


Defense Against Nuclear Weapons 





Eighteen pacifists were arrested for refusing to take 
shelter when ordered by civil defense authorities during 
a C. D. drill in New York City, July 20. The C. D. 
objectors arrived at Washington Square Park a few 
minutes before the drill began and quietly took seats in 
protest against the drill. Civil defense, police officials, 
newsmen, photographers and TV cameramen swarmed 
over the park. Two empty police vans stood nearby. 

Before the sirens ceased blowing, the objectors were 
placed under arrest and taken to nearby police head- 
quarters. Col. George Hearn again led the authorities 
in making the arrests. The police were nervous, but 
polite. Overheard as the arrests were being made was the 
comment of one regular police official to Col Hearn, 
“But I thought you were going to wait until the sirens 
quit blowing!” 

At a hearing before Magistrate Strong, Dorothy 
Day, Ammon Hennacy, and three other Catholic Workers 
presented guilty pleas as did Michael Graine. All others 
planned to plead not guilty. The objectors were repres- 
ented by Kenneth Greenawalt, New York civil liberties 
attorney retained by the Provisional Defense Committee. 

Greenawalt presented the legal issues involved and 
suggested that the case be postponed pending outcome 
of the appeal now underway of last year’s cases. 

The magistrate refused to accept any pleas and 
adjourned the case. $100 bail was fixed for each defend- 
ant. This was in sharp contrast to the unreasonable bail 
of $1500 per person last year. 

On the following Wednesday Judge Comerford, 
Upper Manhattan Magistrate Court, ruled that he lacked 
jurisdiction and adjourned the case of the 11 pleading 
not guilty to October 31. The others were bound over 
to Special Sessions Court for trial later. 

New York is the only state with a law requiring co- 
operation with civilian defense tests. Violation of the 
law is a misdemeanor carrying a maximum penalty of 
$500 fine and/or one year in prison. 

Others who participated in the demonstration spon- 
sored by the War Resisters League and the Catholic 
Workers included Robert Gilmore, AFSC college sec- 
retary; Jim Peck, WRL: Ralph DiGia, WRL; George 
Willoughby, CCCO executive secretary: Deane Momrer, 
Hollis Wyman, Jr., Patricia K. Daw. Albert Uhrie, Eliza- 
beth Quigley, Dale Brothington, Marcus Cohen, Tom 

(Continued on page 4) 





C.O. Discharges Stalled 


The Department of Defense informed CCCO in June 
that it will not provide more satisfactory means for re- 
lease of C.O.’s who are unable to do even noncombatant 
duty. This decision followed several months of negotia- 
tions between Assistant Secretary for Defense Carter L. 
Burgess and representatives of CCCO, the National Ser- 
vice Board and the American Friends Service Committee. 

Carter L. Burgess stated to CCCO that the number 
of men involved is so small that it would be difficult to 
provide an administrative procedure “without tacitly in- 
viting inclusion of a large group who do not in fact have 
such moral conviction but seek merely to escape required 
service.” 

The Assistant Secretary of Defense further stated 
that “Those persons whose cases were considered by 
Selective Service prior to induction and who were denied 
I-O or I-A-O classification have no basis for requesting 
exemption from military service after induction.” Ac- 
cording to Burgess, it would be highly inappropriate for 
the Defense Dept. to review or reverse such decisions 
made by Selective Service. 

Burgess pointed out that men whose conscientious 
objection developed after induction may be reassigned 
to noncombatant duties which will provide “minimum 
conflict with their recently developed convictions.” 

Finally, Carter L. Burgess pointed out that while 
Defense Dept. regulations do not specifically cite con- 
scientious objection as a basis for discharge, “they do 
permit consideration of individuals who cannot adapt 
to military training or duty.” Existing regulations, 
Burgess added, are sufficiently broad to take care of the 
few cases which warrant honorable discharges. 

CCCO has always maintained that the existing regu- 
lation providing for discharge for convenience of the 
government is adequate to meet the problem if this regu- 
lation would be interpreted liberally, and if the military 
would recognize that some C.O.’s cannot do any type of 
military duty. It appears to be a general practice of the 
military to try to persuade all C.O.’s caught in the armed 
forces to accept noncombatant assignments. A few C.O.’s 
have secured honorable discharges in recent years. Many 
others have faced one or more court martial proceedings. 
followed, all too often, by dishonorable discharges. 

The offer of noncombatant duty is no solution to 
C.0.’s objecting to all military duty. Furthermore, De- 
fense Dept. regulations fail to make satisfactory provi- 
sion for C.O.’s inducted into the military without 
previous knowledge of their rights to claim C.O. status 

(Continued on page 2) 
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C.C.C.O. Scope is Broadened 


On June 22, the Board of CCCO agreed to extend 
its counseling and legal services to conscientious objec- 
tors to civil defense drills, to tax payments for war pur- 
poses, and to loyalty oaths as avenues of expression of 
conscientious objection against war. CCCO encourages 
other civil liberties agencies to continue to support those 
who resist loyalty oaths on grounds other than conscien- 
tious objection to war. CCCO will endeavor, when called 
upén, to furnish reliable information on related laws, to 
help secure competent legal counsel, and provide bail 
bond upon request. 

This expanded scope of CCCO’s work falls within 
the purpose of CCCO as stated in its constitution, “to 
assist persons who find themselves facing conflict with 
the power of the State as a result of their conscientious 
objection to participation in any form of war making 
activities.” 

Since its inception the major share of CCCO’s ener- 
gies and resources have been devoted to assisting the 
conscientious objector to the 1948 draft act. However, 
with the increasing totality of war and preparation for 
war as evidenced by continued conscription, the pres- 
sure for universal military training, civil defense meas- 
ures, and the increasing influence of the military in every 
walk of life, opportunities for witnessing are being 
broadened into many areas beyond that of resistance 
to the military draft. Many will be compelled on grounds 
of conscience to resist militarism at many different points. 
CCCO believes that agencies and groups interested in 
supporting conscience must be prepared to assist con- 
scientious objectors who witness in these newer areas. 


I-A-O’s in Texas Visited 


George Willoughby, executive secretary of CCCO, 
visited the basic training center for I-A-O’s May 29. All 
men inducted into the army with a I-A-O classification 
(conscientious objectors available for noncombatant 
duty) are assigned to Fort Sam Houston in San Antonio 
for the first eight weeks of basic training in the Medical 
Training Center. Advanced training is also given 
I-A-O’s to prepare them for work in the army medical 
service. 

Willoughby observed that the training program 
continued to operate with few difficulties for the C.O. 
He found that fewer opportunities for assignments to 
technical schools were available to 1-A-O men since most 
vacancies were being filled by volunteer men who enlisted 
for three years. The C.O.’s reported no discrimination 
because of their C.O. status. 

A new training group of I-A-O men is begun at 
least every third week with an average of 30 men in each 
unit. Fourth Army records revealed 156 I-A-O men cur- 
rently assigned to army posts in Texas, Louisiana and 
Arkansas. About one half of this number are affiliated 
with the Seventh Day Adventist church. 

The visit of Willoughby to the training center is 
part of the cooperative program of CCCO and AFSC to 
visit the I-A-O men every six months, to provide ade- 
quate counseling service to them and, to keep in close 
touch with developments in the program. 





Prosecutions Speeded Up 


Late in May the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that 
C.O.’s failing to obey draft board orders to report for 
civilian work must be prosecuted in the district where 
the jobs were located. 

The 6 to 3 decision settled a conflict between two 
lower court decisions in. which three Jehovah’s witnesses 
classified as C.O.’s had refused civilian work orders by 
their local boards. Paul Deemer Johnston of New Castle, 
Pa. and John Sokol of Pittsburgh were charged with 
failing to report for work in state hospitals in eastern 
Pennsylvania. Dudley A. Patteson of Oklahoma City 
was charged with failing to report to the Topeka (Kan.) 
State Hospital. 

Appeal courts in two different circuits had disagreed 
on the place of trial. Hayden Covington, attorney for 
the J.W.’s, argued that the cases should be tried in the 
districts where the draft boards were located. 

Justice Douglas, who wrote the minority opinion, 
said the men should be tried “at home, where our fore- 
fathers thought that normally men would receive the 
fairest trial.” 

The Justice Department immediately began prosecu- 
tions on the reported 100 work refusal cases already in 
the hands of Justice officials. 

Dr. Gale Potee of Belmont, Mass., was ordered to 
report to the U.S. District Court in Cleveland, August 3, 
for arraignment for failure to report for civilian work 
under the doctors draft as a psychiatric resident at Col- 
umbus (Ohio) State Hospital, March 29, 1954. Potee, 
who is a Quaker, has been working at the Massachusetts 
General Hospital. 

Another Quaker, Gerald Smith from Rhode Island, 
was arrested July 3 and released on $1000 bond. He 
was charged by a federal grand jury with walking off his 
civilian job and refusing a Selective Service order to 
return to civilian work. Trial was set for October. 

Smith served one year with the American Friends 
Service Committee in Mexico. When convinced he could 
no longer cooperate with conscription, he resigned his 
AFSC work and returned to the U.S. 

Three other C.0.’s, George Murray of Winnaboro, 
La.: Mastin Oliver Myrick of Bogalusa, La.; and Wilfred 
Hugh Newton of Dallas, Texas were indicted by a fed- 
eral grand jury in New Orleans, June 14 and charged 
with failure to report to civilian jobs in New Orleans 
institutions as ordered by their draft boards. Bond was 
fixed at $1000 for each man. 

Roy E. Derstine, Mennonite, was given a two-year 
sentence by Judge Grim in Philadelphia for refusal to 
report for civilian work at Harrisburg State Hospital. 


C.O. DISCHARGES STALLED 
(Continued from page 1) 
under Selective Service. 

No instances have been brought to our attention in 
which non-C.0.’s have sought discharges on the grounds 
of conscience. 

CCCO will continue its efforts to secure honorable 
discharges for C.O.’s. It is believed that the problem 
will increase as many men who have completed their 
two years of active duty become C.O.’s and seek dis- 
charges from the reserves with their requirement of 
additional years of compulsory duty. 
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Briefly Noted 


Carl Dahlgren, CCCO administrative assistant for 
the past year, resigned July 6 to become director of a 
community workshop operated under the supervision of 


the Friends Neighborhood Guild in Philadelphia. 


* * * 


Lyle Tatum, former CCCO executive, has been ap- 
pointed executive secretary of the Middle Atlantic Re- 
gional office of AFSC. He is directing an AFSC project 
in Chicago this summer. He will begin his new duties 
in Philadelphia, September 1. 

* * * 

At least 4,000 copies of the “Chaplain’s Guide to 
Conscientious Objectors in the Armed Forces” have been 
distributed to Army, Navy and Air Force chaplains by 
CCCO and NSBRO with the cooperation of the Chief of 
Chaplains Office. 


* * * 


Raphael Mark Hanson, Stockton, Calif., was con- 
victed April 25 in the U.S. District Court (San Fran- 
cisco) for refusing to submit to induction into the army. 
Hanson’s request for a I-O classification was denied by 
the State Appeal Board. Hanson finally agreed to accept 
noncombatant duty and was inducted into the I-A-O 
training center at Fort Sam Houston in Texas. 

* * * 

William Fabian, a 23-year-old Catholic C.O., was 
arrested in June for failure to register for the draft 
when he reached his 18th birthday. He was released on 
$500 bond. 


At the suggestion of the F.B.I., Fabian registered 
the day before he was arrested. He requested the C.O. 
form from his draft board, filled it out and returned it. 
He was informed by draft officials that his classification 
could not be reopened since his file had been handed 
over to the Justice Department for prosecution. 

* * * 

The Kansas State Board of Social Welfare elimi- 
nated salary and job discrimination against C.O.’s on 
civilian work assignments in Kansas institutions effective 
July 1. Kansas is one of the last of the few states which 
practiced such discrimination to adopt a fair employ- 
ment policy for C.O.’s 

* * * 


The Working Committee for Social Help and the 
Service of Peace has been formed in Austria by represen- 
tatives of Service Civil International, the Religious So- 
ciety of Friends and the International FOR. The com- 
mittee seeks to inform Austrian youth of the C.O. provi- 
sions in the Austrian draft law. 

Under Austrian law C.O.’s are exempted from mili- 
tary service with weapons because of religious belief on 
the grounds of conscience and opposition to the use of 
military power under all conditions. C.O.’s must be op- 
posed to even personal use of violence, and be able to 
prove their C.O. claim. 

* * * 

The Federal Bureau of Prisons reported that 214 
persons were convicted of Selective Service violations 
during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1955. According 
to Prison Bureau records 92 were Jehovah’s witnesses. 
29 were religious objectors, eight were classified as 


Deserts, Gets Three Years 


Shaun Murphy, young Quaker from Cheyenne, 
Wyoming, was given three years in Fort Leavenworth by 
an Air Force court martial last May. He was charged 
with desertion. 

Murphy enlisted in the air howe when he was 17 
years old. He later went A.W.O.L., was apprehended and 
given a short sentence in the military stockade at Lowery 
Field near Denver. He broke out of the stockade and 
was not apprehended for almost two years. 

Robert Lyon, secretary for C.O. Services for AFSC, 
visited Shaun late in May after he was court martialed. 
Shaun stated that he could not remain in the air force 
and continue to be a human being. 





ROTC Exemption Denied C.O.’s 


The Regents of the U. of Maryland recently voted to 
continue the University’s policy requiring C.O.’s to take 
two years of R.O.T.C. Only one member of the board 
voted for exemption. 


This decision was in response to a petition submit- 
ted earlier this year by Doris Shamleffer and Marlin 
Dawson, representing Baltimore Friends, and Fred E. 
Weisgal, member of the Baltimore ACLU. 


The petition was presented after Barry Carr, a young 
Quaker C.O. was denied exemption from R.O.T.C. Barr 
refused to participate in R.O.T.C. for a while, but re- 
turned to class, under protest, on promise that the Uni- 
versity's policy would be reexamined. Barr completed 
the required two years of military training this year. 
However, other C.O.’s planning to enter Maryland Uni- 
versity will face the same difficulty. 


“other objectors,” 72 were violators for reasons other 
than conscience, and 13 were not classified. The term 
“other objectors” was defined by the Prison Bureau to 
include non-religious pacifists and individuals with 
strongly held views on social or political matters. 

Selective Service violators for this period received 
average sentences of 23.5 months, a decrease of 5 months 
over the prior year. Only 35 men received sentences of 
one year or less and six received the maximum of five 
years. 


* * * 


Ilse Scaccio, a C.O. and member of Jehovah’s wit- 
nesses was granted citizenship by order of the Ninth 
Circuit Court of Appeals in San Francisco last May. The 
Justice Dept. conceded that Congress did not intend a 
C.O. to promise to work in a munitions plant as a condi- 
tion for naturalization. 


* * * 


The Attitude Research Laboratory, directed by Theo. 
F. Lentz, is offering a limited number of stipends of 
$500 each to scientific-minded, peace-concerned students 
to form the nucleus of a peace study college. For further 
information write to Attitude Research Laboratory. 946 


Goodfellow, St. Louis 12, Mo. 
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THE COURT REPORTER 


I PROSECUTIONS 
Sentences confirmed since last issue 
6-24-56 Enos Mullet, 3 years on probation, 
(Fort Wayne, Ind.) Judge Luther 
Swygert, refusal to report for civilian 
work 
Sentences since last issue 
7-10-56 Roy E. Derstine, 2 years, (Philadel- 
phia) Judge Allan K. Grim, refusal to 
report for civilian work 
Indictments dismissed 
10-12-55 Frank Finke 
5 -9-56 Raphael Mark Hanson 
Arrests since last issue 
California—William Fabian 
Louisiana—George Murray, Mastin Oliver Myrick, 
Wilfred Hugh Newton 
New York—Seymour Eichel 
Ohio—Gale Potee 
Rhode Island—Gerald Smith 
Arrests not reported previously 
California—Raphael Mark Hanson 
Pennsylvania—Roy E. Derstine 
Wisconsin—Frank Finke (April, 1953) 
II RELEASED FROM PRISON 
On parole 
5 -3-56 John Bendik 
6 -15-56 Thomas Tamblyn 
Good time 
6-56 Ciarence Bryan 
III MEN CURRENTLY IMPRISONED 
Mill Point, W. Va——Enos Yoder, Levi Lehman, 
Abraham Bontrager 
Tucson, Ariz——Vern Davidson, James Francy 
Total number of C.O.’s convicted since 1948 to 
date: 309. (This is a minimum number; J.W.’s 
and Muslims are not included, and we miss a few.) 


C. D. OBJECTORS 

(Continued from page 1) 

Rick, Daniel O’Hagan, Sterling Borowski, and Nathan 
Cooper. 

In Philadelphia, Commissioner of Police Gibbons 
threatened arrests for any who refused to take cover 
during the Philadelphia drill on the same day. Six paci- 
fists led by Charles Walker, FOR executive secretary for 
the Middle Atlantic Region, demonstrated in Reyburn 
Plaza, downtown Philadelphia, without being arrested. 





Arrested After Eight Years 


Seymour Eichel was arrested in New York City on 
June 12, eight years after he refused to register for the 
draft, and just two days before his 26th birthday. Three 
FBI agents came to the small shop where Eichel works 
with his father and made the arrest. He was released 
on $2,500 bond and indicted shortly after. Conrad Lynn 
has been retained as legal counsel. 

Eichel gave public expression to his C.O. views in 
1948 when he refused to take the loyalty oath required 
of students graduating from New York high schools. He 
stood firm and was finally granted his diploma. In the 
fall of 1948 Eichel, along with twelve other students at 
William Penn College, refused to register for the first 
peacetime draft. 

Eichel participated in several protest picket demon- 
strations in front of draft offices and in many other paci- 
fist activities. Yet the Justice Department took no action 
against him until this June. 

In a statement issued following his arrest, Eichel 
concluded: that “Blind obedience by the individual is 
neither moral nor desirable in a democracy. It is in the 
interest of furthering democratic aims and my own 
humanitarian convictions that I remain firm in my re- 
fusal to register for the draft regardless of the conse- 
quences.” 

Eichel’s father, Julius, was a C.O. in both world 
wars. In World War I he was sentenced to a 20-year 
prison sentence which was commuted after he had served 
26 months. In World War II he was arrested for refus- 
ing to register and bail was set at the fantastic sum of 
$25,000. He was released several days later in accord- 
ance with the then prevailing policy of the Justice Dept. 
not to prosecute over-age men. 





ONLY A CHILD’S VIEW 


An eight-year-old girl in the third grade 
recently wrote to President Eisenhower protest- 
ing the imprisonment of C.O.’s. 


“A friend of mine was put in jail for what 
| call a not very good reason. He was put in 
jail because he was asked (more like told) to 
go into the Army. But he did not believe in 
killing other people so he went to jail, and that 
is what | think is not right.” 
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